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Report of the Southern Peace Commissioners.
CRreintoxn, Febaary 5, 1865,
Iy the President of the Conjelerate Neates

«u3ip+ Under vour letter of appointmest of
the 28 uliiwo, we proceded to seek ap ‘inforu )
conferance’ with Abrabawm Lincoln, President
of the United Siates, upon the subject men
tioned in the letier.

“'Phe conferance was granted, and
on the 30th ult., onboard cfa steamer anc
in Hampeon Roads, where we met Piesident
Lincoin aud the Hon. Mr. Seward, Secietary
of Siate of the United States. It continued
for several bours, and was both full avd ex-
plicit. :

“*We learn Trom them that the message ¢
President Lincoln to the Congress of the
Usited States, .in December last, explains
clearly and distinatly his sentimeants as to the
terms, conditions, abd method of proceeding
by which peace can be secured €0 the people,
and we were not informed that they would b
modified or altered to obzain that end.

“We understood from him that no terms or
proposals of any treaty or agreement looking
to an uitimate settlement would be entertained
or made by him with the authorities of the
Confbderate States, because that wonld be a

£

reconition of their existence as a seperafc:
ower, which under no circumstances, would |

ve doue; and, for like reasons, that no such
terms would be entertained by him from the
States separately; that no extended truce or
armistice (as at present advised) could be
granted or allowed, without a satisfactory assu-
rance in advance of a complete restoration of
the anthority of the Constitution and laws of
the United States over all places within the
States of the Confederacy ; that whbatever
consequences may follow from the re-establish-
ment of that authoricy must be accepted. But
that individuals sutject to pains and penaliies
under the laws of the United States might
rely upon a very liberal use of the power con-
fided tohim to remit those pains and penalties
if peace be restored.

*During the couference the proposed
amendment to the Coustitution of the United
States, adopted on the 31st ult., was brought
to our notice.

“The amendment yrovides that neither
glavery nor ianvoluntary servitude, except for
crime, should exist within the United States,
or any place within their jurisdietion; and
that Congress should have power to enforce
this amendment by appropriate legislation.

t:Of all the correspondence that preceded
{he conference hierein mentioned, and leading
to the same, you have heretofore been iviormed.

“Very respectfully, your obedient servants,

' ““ALeEx H. STEPHENS,

“R. M. I. HUNTER,

“J. A, CAMPBELL.”’

In transmitting the above repors to the
Confederate Congress, Mr. Davis accompanied
it with a message, in which, after stating that
he had “‘received written ratification which
saticfied him that Mr. Lincoln was disposed to
confer informally with unofficial agents,”’ and
that he had therefore requested .the above
named gentlemen so to confer, &e., he adds:
T herewith submit, for the information of Con-
gress, the report of the eminent citizens above
named, showing that the enemy refused to en-
ter into negotiations with the Confederate
States, or any one of them separately, or to
give to our people any other terms or guaran
tees than those which a conquerer may grant,
or to permit us to have peace on any other
basis—-than our unconditional submission to
their rule, coupled with the aceeptance of
their recent - legislation, including an amend-
ment to the Constitution for the emancipa-
tion of all negro slaves, and wi h the right on
the part of the Federal Congress to legislate
on.the subjact of the relations between the

white and black population of such States.
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? LATEST NEWS.
| The Naticnal Intelligencer, this worning,
| contains the following extracts frow Rich-
‘mond papers to the Tth inst.:

! “$The Ricl P " L o, VoY L

! ‘he Richmond papers of Monday published
a eall from Governor Rmith, of Viesinia, for a

war meefing on Monday  evening, st

Afriean chuich in Qichmoud, io respond to !
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. the meeting,
packed two honrs before the e for the weet-
ing, and fears were at one time entertained
that the walls would give way. The paper
adds that the war spivit never before hurned
so fiereely and steadily as at that meeting;
Cand that the firm resolve to resist to
death was plainly visible in every face,
““*Aboat 7 o’elock Governor Sinith,.attended

by Mr. Davis, came upon the stand. The
Governor addressed the multitude in an‘oni-
mated speech, during which he was frequently
| interrupted by thuanders of applause.

“Mr. Davis followed him in an address of about
three quarters of an hour, during which he
was frequently interruptid with thie wildest
: bursts of applause.

the

| ““As to the conditions of peace, he emphati-
cally asserted that none but the 1ndeperdence
of the Confederacy could ever receive his
sanction, He sail he had embarked in the
cause with a full understanding of its mean-
ing and magnitude, and with a full knowl-
edge of the tremendous odds against us;
but, with the approval of a just Providence;
who, he beiieved, was on their side, and the
united resolve of the people, he doubted not
that vicrory would yet erown their labors and
their sufferings,

“Tn my correspondence with Linculn, con-
tinaed Mr. Davis, that functionary has al-
ways spoken of the United States and the
Confederate States as one country; but in my
replies I have never failed to refer to them as
separate and distinet Governments. Sooner
than that we should ever be united again, I
would be willing to yield up everything I have
onearth ; and if it were possible, I would
yield up my life a thousand times rather than
SUCCUTLD.

“He concluded by exhorting those at home
who are able to bear armws to unite with those
in the field in repelling the foe, believing that
thereby they would compel the Yankees in less
than twelve moonths to sue for peace on our
own terms.”’

Loud and long continued applause foliowed
this speech of Mr. Davis.

Repeated calls were made for the Viee Pres-
dent, but it was announced that he was uot
well enough to respond. ‘

A long series of resolutions were adopted,
among which were the following: '

Resolved, That we spurn with indignation
the grussly insulting terms which the President
of the Unrited States has proferred to thg peo-
ple of the Confederate States,

Resolved, That the terms in which, and the
circamstances under which, it was made stamp
the proffer as a designed and premeditated
outrage upon, and indignity to our peopie.

Resolved, That in this presence, and in the
face of the world, Invoking thereto the ald
and favor of Alinighty God, we renew our re-
solve to maintain our'liberties and achieve our

A ADVERTIRER.
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indepesdence, and to this eadywe muiygly
pledge our lives, onr fortunes, and cur wsd
honors.” :

The Whig says : Our latest Mobile dupu
state that there are from four to six thousapg
' of' the aneray at Pascagouia with stronz

el
irenchinenis,
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The Caraliaian ssys “'tha enemy =2e1y con.
tent with ~halling ocessionally our lines, trug
fiined
Dup wen sre o exeellent spir
Ii diseoura
i demonstration on either flank, ™

A deserter came in reports that Admim]
Porter and General Tery are both awaitig,
orders from Washington. :

plished the object of the expedition, by the

| his gunboats, which are In the round
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Having socoin-

capture ot Fort Fisher, the «vemy will not at.
teqipt any new movement until farther orders,
it is re,oried that the enemy are raiding
throngh the eonnty of Branswick.

(ieneral Hood had arrived at Augusts,
nade a speech 1o the people.

(+en. Besuregard also made u speech after
Hood. He reviewcd briefly his military ea
veer from the firing of the first gun at Sumrer
to the present time, and wanted them to
know that he intended to fizht it enght to the
bitter end ; and if he failed he conld beg a pas-
sage to some forelgn country.

Oue cfficer from the front infarms the Col
umbia, Miss., R public that the Frderals aie

..
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concentrating large forces at Eastport and De-
catur for the purpose of moving on Selwa and
Montgowery 2 soon as the roads are in suit-
able condition.

LEGISLATIVE.—In the Senate, on Wednes-
day, the Comumittee on General Laws wus -
structed to inquire what alterations are neces-
sary in the Code of Virginia of 1860 in order
t0 conform with the Constitution, adopted vy
the Convention which assembled at Alexar-
dria, Va., February 13th, 1864, aud report by
Lili or otherwise. In the House, Mr. Har
mon introdneed a bill, entitled **A bill for the
incorporation of the Dentselie Munuerchois
Association of Alezandria,”’ which was resd
the first time and referred.
G-

Advices from Mexico state that Maximilian
has no* conquered or subdued bis opponents-
that the war between the Republicans and lu-
nerialists is going on—that the province of
Jalisco is in insurrection, and that the contest,
with varicus success, is kept up in different

: SANUCERS, Jo Dol b i PR
quarters. S:li Maximilian’s friends say TERE
secure in the saddle, and must ultimately put
down oppositicn. The Mexican republicans,
however, have not yet given up.
~ MARRIED.

At Trinty Church, Upper Marlboro, on Tues-
day worning last, by the Rev. Mr. Kershaw,
Mr. M. J. SLAYMAN, (ore of the editors of
the Prince Georgian,) to Aliss SARAOD &,
ATKINSOK.

DIED,

In Stanton, Va.,in June last, Dr, W1LLIAM
HAY, of Milwood, Clarke County, aged abour
33 vears. A true Virginia gentleman, honor#d,
respected, and beloved by all who knew him

[Balt. Gazette please copy.]
E\'IOTICE.-—MI persons indehted to the es-
AX tate of £. M. Wavtos, & Co., wil

please come forwardand make immediate pay-
hands of
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ments, or they will be placed in the
oficers for collection, and those having claims
will present thein properly authenticated (at
once ) A. R. THORP,
Administrator of . M. WALTON dec'd.
JAMES DONOHUZE,
Surviving Paripen
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